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Any foreigner who for the sake of his Italian wants a psychological 
reading-book may take this. The style is clear, and the doctrine, what 
there is of it, sound. 

Wendell T. Bush. 
Columbia University. 

Identitat und Gleichheit mit Beitragen zur Lehre von den Mannigfaltig- 

keiten. Kurt Geissler. Zeitschrift fur Philosophie und Philosoph- 

ische Kritih, Band 126, Heft 2, pp. 168-188. 

The question of the significance of the law of identity A = A is here 
treated with reference to the writer's previous investigations in the field 
of mathematics. Although the latter are, strictly speaking, outside the 
realm of pure logic, they may, nevertheless, prove of assistance in de- 
termining the vexed question of identity. The identical equation in 
mathematics A = A is the equivalent of A — A = 0, and accordingly the 
problem of the meaning of identity is closely connected with that of the 
meaning of zero. According to the theory of the Weitenbehaftungen 
both zero and the mathematical point are relative terms. For instance, 
the tangent of a circle has an infinitely small portion in common with 
the circumference. For the finite or sensible Weitenbehaftung this dis- 
tance may be neglected, it is a point, but for the lower Weitenbehaftung, 
that below sense perception, it is a definite distance, comparable with 
other distances and no more to be neglected in an estimate of spatial rela- 
tions than is the circle's circumference in the field of the finite. The 
same thing is true of the higher Weitenbehaftung, that of the infinitely 
great. Here finite distances become points of no spatial value. The 
doctrine of relativity holds for numbers as well as for space. Zero is the 
expression of a quantity which is by no means the equivalent of nothing, 
but which, belonging to a lower Behaftung, is incomparable with the 
others with which it is used, and so may be ignored in equations. 

The conclusion, though not definitely stated, is evident. If the mathe- 
matical point and zero are both relative conceptions, denoting quantities 
which in the case in question may and must be ignored but which are no 
less existent than the sides of a triangle or the number ten, then the law 
of identity, which is capable of mathematical expression, must be also 
relative. Possibly logic, like mathematics, deals with different Behaft- 
ungen. The suggestion is an interesting one and it is to be regretted 
that the author has employed such brevity with regard to the philosophical 
applications of his mathematical doctrines. 

Grace Neal Dolson. 
Wells College. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 
ZEITSCHRIFT FUR PSTCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE 
DER SINNESORGANE, July, 1905, Band 39, Heft 1 u. 2. Experi- 
mented Beitrdge zur Psychologie des Schlafes (pp. 1— il) : Wilhelm 
Weygandt. -A determination of the capacity for mental work, as meas- 
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ured by addition and memorizing, after various periods of sleep. For the 
performance of practiced work, such as addition, a half hour's sleep gives 
full restoration. For more difficult work, such as memorizing, a longer 
period of sleep is necessary. The restorative effect of sleep is, in the case 
of difficult mental work, proportional to the duration of it. Das Augen- 
mass bei Schulhindern (pp. 42-87) : Herman Giebing. - The chief result 
of this study is the absence of improvement in eye-measurement in chil- 
dren, of school age and even in many cases from the age of three. Boys 
appear to be superior to girls. In general children from six years and 
upwards are subject to the same illusions as adults. When experiential 
data are excluded differences of depth are not distinguished in mon- 
ocular vision. Ueber die Bleichung des Sehpurpurs durch Lichter ver- 
schiedener Wellenldnge (pp. 88-92) : W. Nagel und H. Piper. - Experi- 
ments on the retinas of owls and frogs showed that the series of colors 
produced in the bleaching of the visual purple is unaffected by the wave- 
length of the bleaching light. No support found for Kiihne's assump- 
tion of a visual yellow. Dichromaiische Fovea,, trichromatische Peripherie 
(pp. 93-101) : Wilibald Nagel. - Description of a case of green-blindness 
of the fovea with trichromatic peripheral vision. It goes to show the 
unsatisfactoriness of the Holmgren test which proved ineffective in dis- 
closing the defect. Ueber die Verlegung der Netzhautbilder nach aussen 
(pp. 102-110) : A. E. Fiok. - Outward projection of a single luminous 
point in a dark visual field is extremely inexact, contrary to usual assump- 
tions. Literaturbericht. 

Adler, Felix. The Essentials of Spirituality. New York: James Pott 

& Co. 1905. Pp. 92. $1.00. 
Hegel. Encyclopadie der philosophischen Wissenschaften im Orundriss. 

Edited by Georg Lasson. Leipzig : Darr. 1905. Pp. Ixxvi + 522. 

3.60 M. 
Lagerborg, Kolf. Das Oefuhlsproblem. Leipzig: Barth. 1905. Pp. 

vi + 141. 
Lukas, F. Psychologie der niedersten Tiere. Vienna and Leipzig: 

Braummtiller. 1905. Pp. 276. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



The experiments of Professor Burke in artificial biogenesis (see the 
Fortnightly Review for September) emphasize the revolutionary nature 
of much of the progress in present day biology. Commenting on these 
experiments, the Medical News notes investigations and results of other 
workers in the same field. Biitschli was able to obtain combinations 
which showed activities much like those of protoplasm. Artificial emul- 
sions showed a microscopic structure almost identical with that of proto- 
plasm ; oil emulsions suspended in water showed ameboid changes of form. 
Quincke's experiment is classic. He suspended in water a drop of almond 



